Since turning our attention to sociolinguists, we have learned that studying speech events is the cornerstone of the sociolinguistic enterprise; in order to understand the ways various social and cultural relations affect speech (and vice-versa), one must pay attention to the ways actually existing people use speech in lived social contexts. With this in mind, for this assignment I would like for you to ‘capture’ part of a human conversation. That is, I would like for you to record and transcribe a linguistic interaction between at least two people. The conversation could come from a television show or movie. It could be something you observe as a third party, or even a conversation you participate in. The point is, I want you to transcribe (write down as accurately as possible) part of a conversation (enough for you to effectively analyze). Then, I want you to describe the context the conversation took place in (including pertinent information about the participants, topic, etc.) and analyze the speech involved from one or more of the perspectives we have discussed in our sociolinguistics module. In short, I want you to experiment with being a sociolinguist. Really study the speech event you select and talk about how you think it reflects and affects particular social and cultural relationships, drawing on our course materials for theoretical inspiration.
