Gothic Architecture: Interpreting an Artifact in Context. Select 3 elements of the cathedral and provide a formal analysis of the ways they represent the Gothic style. Please connect analytically those aesthetic choices with emerging French political, religious, and political systems, ideas of authority, and nation building. Be very specific and descriptive in representing your selected elements of the cathedral (the nave, a set of stained glass windows, etc.) In your formal analysis, consider art historical categories we have discussed such as material, composition, line, color, perspective, scale, and location. Consider too how your specific elements work together with the larger work being done by the cathedral. You may also attend to issues of content and narrative as in the stained glass windows. Be sure to frame your journal writing with a claim/thesis that argues a perspective on your interpretation of the Gothic elements you highlight. Remember to answer the “so what?”
