Constitutional Law ...Immigration is a controversial subject in the United States. In recent years the federal government and some state and local governments have been at odds over immigration enforcement. Several local jurisdictions have enacted "sanctuary city" legislation. Sanctuary city laws vary, but they commonly prohibit local executive officials from enforcing federal immigration laws. This includes refusing to "detain" people who were arrested for a crime and who are wanted by the United States because they didn't enter the U.S. properly or who overstayed their visas, refusing to assist federal officers in immigration raids and detentions, and refusing to provide the United States with information about immigrants. Questions: 1. Using the Federal Constitution and principles of contemporary federalism, discuss (a) the benefits and (b) the drawbacks of the Federal Government withholding federal grants and other federal financial assistance from states with sanctuary cities. 2. Say whether New York has sanctuary cities or sanctuary laws that prohibit local executive officials from enforcing federal immigration laws. If yes, describe the law and give a citation. 3. Can States Constitutions confer more rights than the Federal Constitution? If yes, discuss one right granted by a State's Constitution that is not available in the Federal Constitution. If not, why not?
