Answer the following question in a paper of five double-spaced pages, using the course readings as well as the lectures. There are two specific requirements for this assignment. First, your essay must draw on political/policy decisions made in each of three historical periods, namely a) the Progressive era; b) the New Deal and/or immediate postwar era; and c) the 1960s, including the Great Society and “new social regulation” eras. Second, your essay must cite and address the core arguments of at least four major authors from Parts II and III on the syllabus. (Major authors are those with assigned readings totaling more than 15 pages.) You are expected to develop and substantiate your own argument in this essay. Your essay must be based solely on the assigned readings and lectures to date (through Week Eight); do not use outside sources. Question 1: The U.S. welfare state is more fragmented and less universal than those of many other advanced industrial countries. What are the most important factors that led to the development of a more limited welfare state in the U.S.? What are the most important consequences of this? In what ways have racial and gender hierarchies in the U.S. shaped the development and/or effectiveness of the welfare state? Your answer must draw on political and policy choices made in each of three historical periods – the Progressive Era, the New Deal/postwar period, and the Great Society.
