Queering Gender Autoethnography
Identify and describe 1 or 2 ways in which your own experience of gender and/or identity is “at odds with” what you understand to be a normative expectation. In other words, how are you (at least a little bit) gender-strange? How do/did you come to recognize the particular norm in question, as well as your department from it? How does this departure intersect with other aspects of identity?
Provide specific example (Write a personal story) from your own experience to show how the departure becomes manifest in everyday life. What does it look like?
What related messages have you absorbed over time; where do these come from; and how do you respond? What does it feel like? In other words, describe how it is to live this departure. Try to capture the rich complexity of experience here (e.g., interesting, painful, exciting, productive, nerve-wrecking, pleasurable, a combination of qualities...).
Based on your analysis, what would you like to say back to the norm?
