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Question 3: Causes of Slave Trade and the Role of African Leaders 
Slavery is an ancient phenomenon present in civilizations in various forms until that late 19th century. The acquisition of slaves was mostly achieved through slave trade. Africa served as one of the major sources for slaves. Across history, four major waves of slave trade were experienced in Africa including the Trans-Saharan trade, the Red Sea trade, the Indian Ocean trade, and the Trans-Atlantic slave trade (Nunn and Wantchekon p.3222). Despite taking the shortest duration when compared to the others, the Trans-Atlantic trade is considered the most significant because of its magnitude and impact on civilization. Between the fifteenth and nineteenth centuries, more than 12 million slaves were traded from Africa to European colonies Nunn and Wantchekon p.3221). This paper focuses on the reasons behind slave trade and the roles played by African leaders in facilitating the practice. Slave trade began as a result of the rise in demand for large amounts of raw labor by the Europeans in their colonies in tropical America and underdeveloped agricultural and manufacturing technology in Africa. African leaders facilitated slave trade through organization of slave raids on neighboring and enemy ethnic groups and the selling captives to European buyers. 
In 1510, about 250 slaves were taken to Hispaniola gold mines in the Americas by Spanish traders (Abramova p.17). This event was phenomenal in that it signified the escalation of slave trade. The Spanish, like other European nations with colonies in the Americas, were interested in self-preservation. In Europe, capitalism had taken center stage which prompted the development of a colonial policy. The colonial policy then prompted conquests in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. Countries such as Great Britain, the Netherlands, and Great Britain were at the forefront of these conquests and established colonial empires. Colonies established in America and the West Indies included Barbados, Jamaica, Aruba, Brazil, Santo Domingo, Virginia, New Amsterdam (New York), and Guadeloupe among others (Abramova p. 17-18). 

The development of the American and West Indies colonies and preservation of power and dominance by European countries required a cheap source of intensive labor. European colonies in West Indies and America proved to be the ultimate agricultural hotspots because of the favorable tropical climate. Crops such as sugar, tobacco, and cotton were in high demand from various parts of the world and majoring on their production proved to be an economic boost for these countries (Abramova p. 23). However, labor availability was the greatest setback. The population in these colonies were low following years of conflict and disease and as such could not meet the demands for large plantations. Sugar, for instance, was in high demand for manufacturing processes in Europe and other parts of the world. The processes involved in sugar production such as cutting, chopping, and transportation were labor intensive and could only be managed using large numbers of human workers. Labor from Europe was expensive and not readily available since many laborers were occupied in the care-intensive manufacturing industry. For these reasons, European countries such as France and Great Britain opted for slave labor from Africa (Manning p.18).

Slave trade was also facilitated by internal factors within the African continent especially underdevelopment in agricultural and manufacturing technology. Africa, as opposed to Europe, had underdeveloped technology which led to low levels of productivity. Patrick Manning argued that “As long as African agricultural technology, constricted by the limits of the hoe, was trapped at a level of productivity below that of Europeans, European buyers were able to pay consistently more than the value of an African person's produce at home” (p.34). Since the technology in Europe was advanced, the payments made for slaves in Africa superseded the value of their production and as such the trade was considered profitable for both sides. Most of these payments were made in the form of manufactured goods which were not available in Africa due to the absence of such technology (Eltis and Jennings p.948). While other items of trade were available in Africa, they were not as lucrative as slaves. Many of these items were of low value per unit. Gold and ivory were readily available for trade but were geographically limited and production could not be scaled in response to demand. As such, slaves became the most viable trade item from Africa and propelled slave trade (Manning p.38). 

African leaders had a huge role to play in the facilitation of slave trade. Tribal chiefs and kings were the key persons of contact with European slave traders. Several historians have mentioned that the reasons behind the involvement of many leaders in slave trade was the material gain conferred in the form the form of manufactured goods such as tobacco, sugar, and textile products. Firearms were among the leading merchandise from Europe which African slave traders were interested in. By 1730, Europeans provided approximately 180,000 firearms each year to these traders in exchange for slaves. African leaders such as kings and chiefs also commissioned raids on hinterlands in Western and Central Africa to secure slaves. 
In research on the African Kingdom of Dahomey, Ronen refuted the common belief that African leaders were interested in material gain by explaining that in many instances, slave trade was carried out for other reasons such as dominance (p.6). The Kingdom of Dahomey was an example of the high levels of social and political fragmentation in Africa which allowed slavery to be carried out easily. Kings and chiefs would sanction raids from other social and political groups. According to Ronen, raids were a ritual in many African groups and keeping or sacrificing prisoners was a norm. Prisoners would be given in to slavery only when surplus emerged after the roles of prisoners were satisfied (Ronen p.10-11). Some chiefs would, however, sanction raids for the sole purpose of economic gains from slave trade. 
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